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Long-Term Targets Addressed (Based on NYSP12 ELA CCLS) 

I can produce writing that is appropriate to task and purpose (with support). (W.3.4) 

I can use the writing process to plan, revise, and edit my writing (with support). (W.3.5) 

I can sort evidence into provided categories. (W.3.8) 

I can express ideas using carefully chosen words. (L.3.3) 

Supporting Learning Targets Ongoing Assessment 

• I can plan my writing by completing a paragraph organizer about one of my freaky frog’s adaptations. 

• I can use vivid and precise words to write first-person sentences about my freaky frog. 

• Paragraph Writing graphic organizer 

• Exit Tickets 
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Agenda Teaching Notes 

1. Opening  

A. Engaging the Writer: Unpacking the 

Learning Target (2 minutes) 

2. Work Time  

A. Mini-Lesson: Planning a Paragraph 

Using a Graphic Organizer (20 

minutes)   

B. Planning a Research-Based Narrative: 

Using the Paragraph Writing Graphic 

Organizer (20 minutes)  

C. Teacher Modeling: First-Person 

Writing Using Vivid and Precise 

Words (13 minutes) 

3. Closing and Assessment 

A. Exit Ticket (5 minutes) 

4. Homework 

A. Lesson 6 Homework 

• Review the writing process. 

• Review the Freaky Frog Research Matrix for the spadefoot toad. It will be displayed during Work Time A. 

• Review model Paragraph Writing graphic organizer on spadefoot toad (to use during Work Time A). 

• Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle continues to serve as a model, or mentor text, for students. Using mentor texts plays an 

essential part in any literacy lesson. Mentor texts give students a vision for quality writing. Revisiting a text multiple 

times for different purposes deepens students’ understanding of a text and of an author’s craft or purpose.  

• Students will need their Research Matrix to complete their homework. Consider photocopying students’ Research 

Matrices since students need their Research Matrix to write their paragraphs in Lesson 7. 
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Lesson Vocabulary Materials 

research-based, narrative, first-person, 

rubric 

• Writing Process anchor chart (for display; or project sample in Supporting Materials) 

• “The Spadefoot Toad” article (to read aloud; from Unit 2, Lesson 7) 

• Model Freaky Frog Research Matrix: Spadefoot Toad (one to project or display) 

• Paragraph Writing graphic organizer anchor chart (to complete in Work Time A on the spadefoot toad; a sample is available 

in Supporting Materials) 

• Students’ Freaky Frog Research Matrix (from Lesson 2) 

• Paragraph writing graphic organizer (one per student) 

• Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle Excerpts (for display and use in Work Time C) 

• Sentences for Work Time C (optional; for display) 

• Exit Ticket (one per student) 

• Lesson 6 Homework (one per student) 

 
 

Opening Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Engaging the Writer: Unpacking the Learning Target (2 minutes) 

• Focus students on the learning target: “I can plan my writing by completing a paragraph writing graphic organizer about one of 

my freaky frog’s adaptations.” Tell them that this will be the first step they take to create the paragraph that will go on the other 

side of their trading cards.  

• Briefly review the writing process by showing the writing process anchor chart (i.e., planning, drafting, revising, editing, 

publishing). Students worked using the writing process in Unit 3 of Module 1. The work today will help them plan their writing. 

• Provide nonlinguistic symbols 

above key words in learning 

targets to assist ELLs and other 

struggling readers in making 

connections with vocabulary. 
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Work Time  Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Mini-Lesson: Planning a Research-Based Narrative Paragraph Using a Graphic Organizer (20 minutes)  

• Remind students of the learning target: “I can plan my writing by completing a paragraph writing graphic organizer about one 

of my freaky frog’s adaptations.” 

• Remind students that earlier in the unit they completed a Freaky Frog Research Matrix with information about their freaky 

frog. Tell them that today they will need to look within one category on the matrix and select one detail that describes a 

critically important adaptation of their frog.  To do this they will review their Freaky Frog Research Matrix and focus on a single 

category that shows a unique adaptation of their freaky frog. For example, they might choose to write about something related 

to habitat (like how their frog adapts to its habitat) or something from the predator/prey part of the matrix (like how it protects 

itself from predators). Students should consider which category would be most interesting for their reader to learn about. 

• To help students understand how to do this work, tell them you are going to model using the spadefoot toad. Students read 

about the spadefoot toad for their mid-unit 2 assessment. To help student reconnect with the topic, read the text, “The 

Spadefoot Toad” to students (both pages; see Supporting Materials).  

• Project the Model Freaky Frog Research Matrix: Spadefoot Toad which has been filled out with text-based information. 

Give students some time to look the matrix over. With the spadefoot toad matrix still projected, display a blank Paragraph 

Writing graphic organizer as an anchor chart. Students will need to see both documents which means one can be 

projected using a document camera and the other is on chart paper or both are on chart paper. 

• Use the Model Freaky Frog Matrix: Spadefoot Toad to point out one category that tells about a unique adaptation of the 

spadefoot toad. For example: “I think the most unique adaptation of the spadefoot toad is the little shovel on its back feet. I 

think it would be interesting to tell readers about how that one thing helps the spadefoot toad survive.” Identify this as the 

physical characteristics category from the matrix.  

• Show students how to begin to complete the Paragraph Writing graphic organizer. At the top in the Topic box, write down 

“shovel-like feet on back legs.” Think aloud about the next two boxes, inviting students to join in if they are ready. The think-

aloud might sound something like this: “A detail is that the spadefoot toad has a miniature, shovel-like tool on the feet of its 

back leg. I used the vivid and precise words ‘miniature’ and ‘shovel-like’ to describe it. Now I need to explain that it uses the 

shovel to burrow into the earth. I will write that in the Explain box on the graphic organizer.” 

• Continue to model how to complete the remainder of the Paragraph Writing graphic organizer for the spadefoot toad.  

• Some students may have 

difficulty understanding that 

their paragraph has to focus on 

just one thing. Explain that this 

will be fine since the Facts and 

Image side has information 

about all categories. 
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Emphasize for students that students must focus on a single adaptation as they work within one category on the matrix. This 

will help them write with many facts and be very specific about one of their frog’s adaptations instead of writing a few facts 

about a lot of adaptations. Remind students that as growing experts, their job is to capture as many details and specific 

evidence. This will help them when they draft their paragraph in the next session. 

 

B. Planning a Research-Based Narrative: Using the Paragraph Writing Graphic Organizer (20 minutes)  

• Recap the steps in the planning process for students: 

1. Select just one category from your Freaky Frog Research Matrix. 

2. Use your Paragraph Writing graphic organizer to plan out what you want to tell your reader about how this category relates 

to the frog’s adaptations. Sentences are not needed for this work. 

3. Remember to think about vivid and precise words you can use to paint a picture in your reader’s mind.  

• Distribute students’ Freaky Frog Research Matrix from Lesson 2, as well as a blank Paragraph Writing graphic 

organizers. Ask students to begin their planning. 

• Circulate to check students’ details and vivid and precise words on their graphic organizers. Consider pulling small groups of 

students who may need additional support.  

• Some students will need the 

support of an adult to 

complete their paragraph 

organizer. 

• The paragraph organizer can 

be partially filled out for some 

students (topic and detail 

boxes) and students could use 

this work time to locate 

evidence within their 

materials to complete their 

organizers. 

C. Teacher Modeling: First-Person Writing Using Vivid and Precise Words (13 minutes) 

• Remind students that they are expected to use vivid and precise words in their writing. To help them to this end, they will spend 

some time revisiting some powerful sentences from Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle to remind them how Deborah Dennard used 

vivid and precise words to paint a picture in her readers’ minds.  

• Tell students to close their eyes as you read aloud each of the Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle excerpts. Do not discuss the 

excerpts at this point. The purpose of this reading is to re-familiarize students with the text. 

• Then project the excerpts one at a time. Ask students to silently reread the excerpt. Direct students to turn and talk with a 

partner to identify the most vivid (lively, engaging) and precise (exact, specific) words in the excerpt. Cold call on students to 

tell you which words they think are vivid and precise. Underline the words they suggest. Remind students what makes a word 

vivid and what makes a word precise. 

• Provide nonlinguistic symbols 

above key words in learning 

targets to assist ELLs and 

other struggling readers in 

making connections with 

vocabulary.  
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Provide the sentence frame: “I read the word _____, and it helped me understand ____ about the bullfrog.” Model this briefly 

with one of the words: “I read the word emerged, and it helped me understand how the bullfrog comes out of its winter home.”  

• Choose one or two more words suggested by students to discuss as a whole group. Cold call students to identify the vivid words 

and share how it helps readers understand the text and paint a clear picture in their mind.  

• Use the first excerpt again and model how to rewrite the sentence in the first-person: In midwinter, I emerge from my muddy 

winter retreat and silently wait for the warmth and rains of spring. Using my long webbed back feet, I swim through the 

duckweed to the edge of the bayou. 

• Work with students to rewrite the remaining excerpts. 

• Display the following sentences from the model paragraph on the bullfrog:  (available in Supporting Materials) 

- In the blink of an eye (big bulging eyes in my case), I lunge forward and with my long, sticky tongue, I snatch my prey and 

bring it to my mouth.  

- You see I can sink my eyeballs back into my head and use them to push my food farther down my throat.  

- Time for me to hop into the bayou waters and use my webbed feet to swim around and check it out. 

• Ask students to turn to a partner and identify the following: “How do the sentences show first-person writing?” Students should 

be able to point out the use of the words I, me, and my. Invite a few students to share their ideas with the class. 

• Next, ask students to turn to a partner and identify the following: “What are the vivid and precise words used in these 

sentences?” Invite a few students to share their ideas with the class. Vivid and precise words include: “long, sticky tongue” and 

“bayou waters” and “webbed feet” and “lunge forward.” 

• Tell students they will have a chance to write their own first-person sentences with vivid and precise words for homework. 

• Consider providing sentence 

starters with the word “I” and 

“My” to help students who 

may find it challenging to 

write in the first person. 
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Closing and Assessment Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Exit Ticket: Write a First-Person Sentence (5 minutes) 

• Distribute the exit ticket. As students finish, ask them to read their first-person sentence aloud to you as they turn in their 

exit ticket. 

• Consider allowing students to 

work in partnerships to 

brainstorm or confirm how to 

write factual information in 

first person sentences. This 

will allow support for ELLs 

and other students who might 

struggle with this task. 

 

 

Homework Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Imagine that you are your freaky frog! Using your Freaky Frog Research Matrix, write five sentences about your adaptations. 

Remember to use vivid and precise words and write in the first person.  

 

Note: Students will need their Research Matrix in Lesson 7 so it’s critically important for students to return it to school. If there 

is a concern that students will forget to return it, send home a photocopy of the matrix or decide if you feel students can do the 

homework without the matrix. 

 

Note: In Lesson 7, students will continue practicing writing in first person using vivid and precise words, when they write their 

first-draft paragraph as their mid-unit assessment. 
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The Writing Process  
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“The Spadefoot Toad” 

(page 1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Spadefoot Toad” by Melanie Freeman, Boys’ Quest Magazine, Feb 2002, Volume 7, Issue 5.  
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 “The Spadefoot Toad” 

(page 2) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Spadefoot Toad” by Melanie Freeman, Boys’ Quest Magazine, Feb 2002, Volume 7, Issue 5.  
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Model Freaky Frog Matrix: 
Sample for Spadefoot Toad 

 

Category My freaky frog is the:  

              spadefoot toad 

Vivid Words and Phrases 

Habitat Lives mostly in burrows underground  
Lives in the forests of North America  

earth dweller 
leaves of the forest floor 
towering trees 

Life Cycle Same as other frogs (egg-tadpole-
frog) 

 

Predators 

and Prey 

Digs backwards into the hole so it can 
keep an eye out for predators  
 
Hunts at night  

nocturnal hunter/predator 

Behaviors Buries itself to avoid the heat of the 
day and to stay moist 
 
Drinks moisture through its skin  
 
Nocturnal—comes out at night to eat 
 
Sleeps during the day  

excavates the soil 
 
burrows beneath the moist earth 
 
nocturnal hunter 

Food Eats insects gulps down miniature six-legged critters 

Physical 

Attributes 

Marbled yellow, green, and brown 
Mostly brown 
Belly is pink and white 
Has raised orange spots on his body  
 
Black and gold eyes  
Vertical pupil 
 
Shovel-like foot on its back feet—uses it 
to dig backwards and bury itself inside 
a hole 

Blend in with the earthy colors of the 
forest 
 
Tiny fingernail-like shovel on back feet 
 
Uses to bury itself 
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Paragraph Writing Graphic Organizer 

Sample for Spadefoot Toad 
 
 

Topic: (What is one important adaptation that that helps you survive?) 

 
Digs a hole to live in the ground (from Behavior category) 

 
 

Detail 1 (about the adaptation) 

tool on the feet of its back legs 

 

 

Vivid and Precise Words for Detail 1  

(words to make sure to use in my writing) 

miniature, shovel-like, fingernail-like, excavate, burrow 

 
 

Explain 1 (Think: How does this help with survival?) 

can dig holes; burrows into the earth; dig and kick 

short, stubby legs 

 
 

Detail 2 (about the adaptation) 

stays in the ground during day; comes out at night 

 
 

Vivid and Precise Words for Detail 2  

(words to make sure to use in my writing) 

predator, nocturnal 

 
 

Explain 2 (Think: How does this help with survival?) 

Escapes the heat of the day; Can hide from predators 
“drinks” the moisture from the soil through its skin 

 
 

Conclusion: 
Survive by being able to dig into the ground 
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 Paragraph Writing Graphic Organizer 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 
 

Topic: (What is one important adaptation that that helps you survive?) 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Detail 1 (about the adaptation) 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Vivid and Precise Words to Describe Detail 1  

(words to make sure to use in my writing) 
 
 

 

 
 

Explain 1 (Think: How does this help with survival?) 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 
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Detail 2 (about the adaptation) 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Vivid and Precise Words to Describe Detail 2  

(words to make sure to use in my writing) 

 

 

 
 

Explain 2 (Think: How does this help with survival?) 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 

Conclusion: 
 
______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 
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 Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle Excerpts 
 
 
1. In midwinter, Bullfrog emerged from his muddy winter retreat and silently waited for the warmth 

and rains of spring. Using his long webbed back feet, he swims through the duckweed to the edge 

of the bayou. 

 

 

 
2. As Bullfrog pulls his long body up the bank of the bayou, a crayfish emerges from a chimney made 

of mud. His long sticky tongue shoots out and grabs the crayfish. 

 

 

 

 
3. The crayfish struggles, but Bullfrog uses his front legs to stuff the crustacean into his mouth. As he 

swallows, his large bulging eyeballs sink into his head to push the crayfish farther down his throat. 

 

 

 

 

 
4. A sphinx moth flutters past Bullfrog and lands on a blade of a wild weed near the water. Bullfrog 

sees the moth with his big, round eyes. 

 

 

 

 
5. Ever so slowly, the heron stalks its prey. His neck is pulled back and he is ready to make a swift, 

killing stab. 
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Sentences for Work Time C 
  
 

- In the blink of an eye (big bulging eyes in my case), I lunge forward and 

with my long, sticky tongue, I snatch my prey and bring it to my mouth.  

 

- You see I can sink my eyeballs back into my head and use them to push 

my food farther down my throat.  

 

- Time for me to hop into the bayou waters and use my webbed feet to 

swim around and check it out. 
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Exit Ticket 

 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 
 

Look at your Research Matrix. Pretend you are your freaky frog. Pick a fact about your 
freaky frog and write about it in a first person sentence. 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson 6 Homework 
 

Name: 

Date: 

Directions:  

Imagine that you are your freaky frog! Using your Freaky Frog Research Matrix, write five sentences 

about your adaptations. Remember to use vivid and precise words and write in first-person. 
 

Example: Bullfrogs eat sphinx moths, crayfish and southern cricket frogs which they catch with their sticky 
tongues. (fact) 
I have a good appetite. I’m thankful for my long, sticky tongue. I need it to catch my food. I love to eat 
sphinx moths and southern cricket frogs but my all-time favorite meal is crayfish!  

 

1. ___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. ___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. ___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. ___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. ___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 


